
 

1 
 



 

2 
 

 
 

SUPPORTERS 
 

We thank Lion, Pandoro Panetteria and Metropolitan Rentals for their 
support of this concert: 

 
 

 
  Golden Supporters:  
   Lodge of the Liberal Arts and Perpetual Guardian Margaret Neutze Legacy Fund 

 

  Special Supporters 

  John Boscawen, Lani Fogelberg, Cherry Johnson and 3 anonymous Special Supporters 
 

  General Supporters
Jacqui Allen,  Ann & Bernie Bowden, Kerin Buttimore, Nigel Chadwick, Mark Close,  
Gillian & Harold Coop, Peter Foyston & Sue Fleming, Julie Goodyer, Dora Green, Judith 
Gust, Diane & Mark Hall, Eric Johnston & Alison Buchanan, Pauline & Mark Laithwaite,  
Acer & Tina Lin, Margaret Malaghan, Janis & Peter Metcalfe, Kurt Payne, Heather 
Richards, Tony Sullivan, Heather Thompson, Sarah Thompson, Lois Westwood, Elisabeth 
Wilson, Cherry Yue, Lei & Lin Zhao and 11 anonymous General Supporters 
 

 
How to get cheaper petrol and support AYO at the pump!  AYO is generously supported by 
KORA, which offers cardholders up to 13c/litre discount for unlimited fuel (you can fill the 
boat too!).  Sign up for your card via our website and donate some of those savings directly 
to AYO.  That’s it – you save AND you support AYO.   
 

 

AYO 2026 

 
 
JOIN US AS A PLAYER  All players audition each year. 
 

JOIN US AS A SUPPORTER  Supporters donate $75+ annually to help us continue this 

valuable work.  In appreciation, we are glad to be able to offer our Supporters two VIP 
seats to each of our Auckland Town Hall concerts.  Register via our website. 

 

ATTEND OUR AUCKLAND TOWN HALL CONCERTS 
Sunday afternoons at 2.30pm:   29 March,  21 June,  13 September 

https://www.ayo.org.nz/support-us-kora-fuel-cards/
https://www.ayo.org.nz/join-ayo/
https://www.ayo.org.nz/support-us/
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 PROGRAMME 
 

Introduced by MC Russell Dixon 
 
 

Michael Praetorius - Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen 
 
Basque carol arr. Malcolm Archer - The Angel Gabriel  

Dr Philip Smith (organist)              
 
Andrew Lloyd Webber: Pie Jesu   

Eleanor Christiansen & Kezia Schuitemaker (sopranos) 
 
Howard Blake: The Snowman 

Andrew Dawson (narrator) & Kezia Schuitemaker (soprano) 
 

 

Interval 
 

 

Brian Balmages - Festive Fanfare 

Ennio Morricone – Gabriel’s Oboe 

Prokofiev – “Troika” from Lieutenant Kijé 

Leroy Anderson – Sleigh Ride 

Leroy Anderson – Bugler’s Holiday 

Tchaikovsky – from The Nutcracker 

Marche, Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy, Trepak 

John Rutter – Shepherd’s Pipe Carol 

 
Christmas Carols, arr. Damir Butigan, with HTC Choir  

Good King Wenceslas, O Come All Ye Faithful, Silent Night, 
We Wish You a Merry Christmas
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 ANTUN POLJANICH  - Music Director – AYO 
Antun Poljanich was born in Croatia, and studied piano and 
theory at Dubrovnik School for Musical Education and 
conducting at the University of Ljubljana. Following post-
graduate studies in Austria, he won a scholarship which took 
him to Leningrad for a three-year Master Course in 
Conducting at the Rimsky-Korsakov Conservatory.  Antun 
has since worked with the Leningrad State Symphony 
Orchestra, the Veneto Philharmonia,  the Slovene and 
Croatian National Orchestras and other prominent 

orchestras in Russia and Europe. 
 

PETER WATTS – Director of Choirs – Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Peter Watts trained initially in the UK and came to New 
Zealand after finishing University study. He has been here 
ever since. He has always been active in the field of choral 
music, having sung in Cambridge University Musical Society 
as a student and then in the Dorian Choir when he settled 
in NZ. For 20 years Peter was Music Director of Auckland 
Choral Society, conducting a wide range of programmes as 
well as over 40 performances of their annual Messiah! He 
has participated in NZ Choral Federation in many roles and 
in 2005 was awarded MNZM for services to choral music. 

 
 RUSSELL DIXON – Master of Ceremonies 
Award-winning New Zealand performer and director 
Russell Dixon is celebrated locally and internationally.  
In the UK for seven years, Russell performed significant 
roles in the West End and in UK tours, including Alberto 
Beddini in Top Hat, Joe Marino in The Witches of Eastwick, 
and Mr Lyons in Blood Brothers. He also performed in  
Ken Hill’s Original Phantom of the Opera in Tokyo, Japan.  
 
Back in New Zealand, Russell is a versatile force in 
entertainment, working as a producer, director, MC, and 

tutor. His acclaimed directing credits include multi-award-winning productions of  
Matilda (Tauranga, 2023) and Mary Poppins (Auckland Civic Theatre, 2020).    
Recently honoured with the Variety Artists Club of New Zealand ‘Top Male Artist Award’ 
of 2024, he splits his time between performance work for Operatunity Ltd, corporate 
training across Australasia with the Great Scott Company, and directing his own 
company, RD Entertainment, which specialises in bespoke corporate shows and cabaret. 
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SOLOIST Kezia Schuitemaker is studying a conjoint degree in 
Law and Classical Voice, studying under Dr Morag Atchison, 
and has been selected for roles for the 2026 National Youth 
Opera Aotearoa Young Artist Programme. This year, she won 
the U21 Trophy at the Hamilton Vocal Competition and a Very 
Highly Commended Award for her recital at the NZ Aria 
Competition in Rotorua.  Kezia is a member of the Auckland 
Chamber Choir and a choral scholar at Holy Trinity Cathedral. 
In January 2025, she toured with Gondwana Chorale to North 
America as a soloist and chorister. She holds her ATCL in violin, and was a soloist with 
Youth Orchestra Waikato in 2024.  Kezia wishes to pursue a career in singing, and 
hopes to travel overseas for further study. 
 
SOLOIST Eleanor Christiansen is studying a conjoint degree 
majoring in Performance Violin and Physics. She has 
performed with national choirs such as the Aotearoa New 
Zealand Academy Choir and New Zealand Secondary Schools 
Choir and is a Choral Scholar with the Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Choir.  Eleanor is Principal Second Violin of AYO and is also  
involved in the University of Auckland Symphony Orchestra.  
She hopes to continue her music career and pursue 
postgraduate studies in violin overseas. 
 
SOLOIST Andrew Dawson is a tenor who sings with the Holy 
Trinity Cathedral Choir and the Auckland Chamber Choir. He 
has previously also been a member of the Tudor Consort and 
the Choir of Wellington Cathedral of St Paul, including for 
performances of Handel's Messiah with NZSO and recorded 
services for BBC Radio 3. He is the Director of the Tertiary 
Foundation Certificate programme and teaches English 
literature at the University of Auckland, where he also directs 
the staff choir.  
 
SOLOIST Alex Wu learns the oboe from Bede Hanley.  He 
won Second Prize in the New Zealand Double Reed Society 
Competition in 2022, and was selected as an NZSO Emerging 
Young Artist Soloist in 2024,  performing the 3rd movement 
of the Haydn Oboe Concerto with the NZSO. Also in 2024, 
Alex won the AYO Soloist Competition with his performance 
of the Vaughan Williams Oboe Concerto, which he performed 
with AYO in concert this year. 
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AYO GOVERNANCE 

  
     Hon. Christopher Finlayson KC   Patron  
                             Alastair Clement    President 

                                           Alexander Cowdell    Vice-President 

 

Executive Committee 

Antun Poljanich 
Adrian Hirst 

Anne-Marie Forsyth 
Helen Lewis 

Mary Lin 
Bryan Lin 

Music Director 
Chairperson 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Manager 
Asst. Manager  
 

    Catherine Bold 
Jenni Mandeno 

Diana Harnett 
Fergus Dunlop 

Alex Martin 
                Brian Ng       
 

}Supporter 
}Engagement 
Instrument Registrar 
} 
}Player Representatives                              
}

Administration 

Alison Dunlop and Louise Roe   Librarians 
  

  

Honorary Members 

Alastair Clement 
Michael McLellan  

Anne Draffin 
Cameron Stuart 

Lynn Pettit 
Lois Westwood 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Auckland Youth Orchestra Incorporated 

Registered charity: CC45382 
Bank Account: 12-3030-0505986-00 

PO Box 99830, Newmarket, Auckland 1149 
ayo.org.nz 

 
 

Enjoyed the Concert?  
Please make a donation to help 

us present the next concert! 
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AYO PLAYERS  
 

_

 
Violin 1 
‡ Archie Lamont-Bowden 
# Samuel Cheung 
Keegan Fong 
Seunghye Chang 
Lucas Wang 
Ryan Zhang 
Michael Tran 
Danica Lanchtchikova 
 

 
Violin 2 
# Eleanor Christiansen 
Celestine Howard 
Olivia Hoeun Kim 
Carolina Romano 
Monika Zhao 
Euanne Lee 
Daniel van der Westhuizen 
 

 
Viola 
# Bryan Lin 
Francesca Fong 
Penny Christiansen 
 
 
Cello 
# Damon Herlihy-O’Brien 
Madeleine Christiansen 
Alimaifiti Ono 
Samantha Gomez 
Harper Zhang 
Ashley Ling 
 
 
Double Bass 
# Harry Doyle 
Phoebe Segers 
Harley Fong 
 
 

 

 
Flute 
# Grace Gao 
Dean Fernandez 
Aurora Shang 

 
Piccolo 
# Grace Gao 
 

 

Oboe 
# Alex Wu  
Chloe Xiao 
 
Cor Anglais 
# Eddie Grant 
 
 
Clarinet 
# William Lee 
John Lu 
Georgia Alexander  
  
Bass Clarinet 
# John Lu 
  
 
Bassoon 
# Luke Davenport 
Sue Lynn Leong 
  
 
Alto Saxophone  
# Joshua Benson 

 
Tenor Saxophone 
# Georgia Alexander 

  
 
 
 

 
 French Horn 

# Fergus Dunlop 
Evan Metcalfe 
Nuku Atkinson-Hay 
Nicole Xie 

  
Trumpet 
# Dimitrios Koulianos 
Celine Wu 
Jeremy Strang 

  
Trombone 
# Amy Laithwaite 
Alex Heaton 

  
Bass Trombone 
# Athena Shiu 

  
Tuba                       
# Kilian Casey 

  
Timpani 
# Caleb Goldsmith 

  
Percussion 
# Vin Marsden 
Charles Lin 
Jonathan Fong 
Caleb Goldsmith 
  
Harp 
# Bonnie Zhang 

  
Piano 
# Steven Song 
  
Legend: 
‡ Concertmaster 
# Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Design by Jenni Mandeno  
Auckland Youth Orchestra © 2025 

ayo.org.nz 

 



 

8 
 

 
 
 
 


	Interval
	Christmas Carols, arr. Damir Butigan, with HTC Choir
	_
	Violin 1
	Violin 2
	Viola
	Double Bass
	Flute
	Piccolo
	# Grace Gao
	Oboe
	Clarinet
	Evan Metcalfe
	Trumpet
	Trombone
	Timpani
	Piano

